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SOCIETY ACTIVITIES FOR APRIL 1979 


APRIL 22ND (SUNDAY) THREE TO FIVE AT THE MUSEUM- 

220 N. HURON. MR. RICHARD E. HAIN OF “THE RED BARN 
ANTIQUES" WILL BE THE SPEAKER. BRING IN YOUR ‘ANTIQUE! 
WITH YOU AND MR. HAIN WILL ENDEAVER TO ADVISE IF:_ 

1. IT IS A VALUABLE ANTIQUE 2, WILL TRY TO GIVE YOU 
OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR TREASURE, 

APRIL 29th (SUNDAY) TWO UNTIL FOUR AT THE MUSEUM, 
NORMA CICHANSKI WILL SPEAK ABOUT "HERBS" — COOKING WITH 


THEM AND DECORATING WITH THEM, 





SOCIETY ACTIVITIES FOR MAY 1979 





MAY 20th (SUNDAY) LAST GENERAL MEETING UNTIL OCTOBER! 





INDOOR-OUTDOOR PICNIC POTLUCK AT THE HOME OF GRACE AND 





HERBERT CORNISH (830 W. Clark) BRING MEAT FOR YOUR 
FAMILY AND GUESTS (grills available), A DISH TO PASS, 
SERVICE FOR THE TABLE AND A FOLDING CHAIR. THREE O'CLOCK 
UNTIL 272 

MAY 27th (SUNDAY) TWO UNTIL FOUR AT THE MUSEUM. 

BEVERLY SHANKWILER WILL BE PRESENT TO TELL "THE STORY OF 


DEPOT TOWN ~ ITS PAST AND FUTURE", LAST 'SPECIAL EVENT! 





AT THE MUSEUM UNTIL OCTOBER! 


Avril 1979 
HE EARLY ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF YPSILANTI 
Pace The following article. about the Schools of 
Ypsilanti was researched and written by 


Dorothy Disbrow, Archivist for. the Ypsilanti 
Historical Museum. = : 
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Since the days when Ypsilanti became an established village, 
the importance of the schools. has been a chief feature of 
great pride, For instance, it has been said to have grad- 
uated from the Ypsilanti Union Seminary was ‘an honor only 
. second to a similar success at the University of Michigan, 


We know very little about these earliest schools in our 
pioneer settlement. However, THE. WASHTENAW COUNTY HISTORY 
for 1881 says: "The first school outside the village was 
taught by Catharine Rosencrantz", Perhaps this is the 
school mentioned in THE DETROIT GAZETTE for November 7, 
1825 3+ Beet ta, tale ee 


Wednesday, the schoolhouse in MoGay sens Grove 
Sev erery burned, + 


We de Know thet these ere which were not tax-supported 
'free' schools were but a desultory effort to teach children 
the alphabet, Children were called together and organized 
into classes and were taught by a local lady who had the 
time and some education and was glad to get paid, small as 
the salary was, for her services, It soon became obvious 
that the efforts were not accomplishing the results sought 
so a full-time teacher was hired and in 1826 a Miss Hope 
Johnson opened a school ‘at the Grove'. About the same 

time a school was started by Miss Olive Gorton in Ypsilanti. 
Miss Gorton married Lyman Graves (1794-1880) and their son, 
Albert (1840-1921) fondly wrote of his mother:- 


Mrs. Olive Gorton Graves was born in New Lisbon, 
Otsego Co., New York, Sept. 30, 1804, and died 
Oct. 29, 1886, In 1825, with her father's family, 
“-ghe crossed Lake Erie in the schnooer 'Red Jacket', 
Captain Walker, master, After a somewhat perilous 
voyage of about two weeks, they reached Detroit, 
transfered their effects to a barge and plunged in- 
‘to a wilderness, pulling the barge up the Huron 
“River to Woodruff's Grove on the east bank of the 
“Huron River, At the age of fifteen she had entered 
' “upon the vocation of school teaching, which she 
_-- +" Pollowed upon her arrival here, by opening the first 
> " " gehool in Ypsilanti on the west bank of the river. 
“""~ Children were sent to her school from the east side 
Sof the river and were rowed across whe, rarer py here 
“~ self MOERENE. and evenings. se 
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After teaching there long enough, at two 
dollars a week, with the money saved she pure 
chased her wedding outfit and in August, 1826, 
she was married to the late Lyman Graves, 


During the summer of 1828 a Miss Miriam Brooks took over 

from Mrs, Graves. In the winter of 1828-29 Mrs. Mark Norris 
opened part of her home for classrooms. In 1830 a little 
brick schoolhouse was built on the east side of the river 

by William Harwood with a Hiss Laura Vail as teacher. Mr, 
Harwood owned many acres on the east side of the Huron 

River, When he came in 1825 all the lots on the East side 

in the original plat were in his holdings. He built the 
small brick building which stood until 1929 on Babbitt Street 
in back of the present Woodruff school. This modest build- 
ing was really the beginning of the Ypsilanti Public Schools, 
William Herwood save the land for the East Public Square 
bounded by Lincoln Street to Park Street and from Parsons 

to Babbitt Street, The little brick school was on the north 
edge of the square, 


Another brick building begun in 1831, 110 River Street was 
used by the Methodist Congregation until 1835. The building 
was subsequently bought by the Baptist Society and used 
until 1847 after which it was given over to school purposes, 
Later this building was sold to the Worden Brothers who had 
to remove school furnishings before they could establish 
their factory. About 1857 this school was united with Dis- 
trict #4 on the east side of the river, We have not been 
able to find out if this school was kept up until 1866 when 
a four room brick building was erected on the northeast 
corner of East Congress, (Michigan Avenue) and Prospect. 


Another school of the early days was 'The Peck Street Prim- 
ary'. This school stood on the property of Joseph and 
Sophia Churchill Peck who in 1823 came with their five 
children to this section from New York state and settled 

on East Forest near River Street. They first built a small 
log cabin and then a commodious farm house. The Peck home 
was a center of hospitality and a cordial welcome was given 
to all new settlers and travellers coming along. Soon this 
section was known as 'Peckville!.We do not.know the exact date 
of the brick schoolhouse, The property was deeded by 
Joseph Peck to School District #3 for $40 in 1850 and known 
as the Fourth Ward Schoolhouse. In 1858 ninety-nine chil- 
dren were enrolled, This school property was later deeded 
to Mr. George George, Novvember 17 1866 and a new site for 
@ school was chosen. (The site chosen was on Oak Street 
and the school named 'Prospect', In 1963 it was renaned 
‘Adams' School in honor of Olive M. Adams who had been 
principal there for twenty-nine years and who was retiring 
that year), The property was later purchased by Mr. Fred-... 
erick J. Swaine, about 1872 from a LC. Wallington. Both 
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Mr. Wallington and Mr. Swaine were '™malters', Mr. Wallington 
had made the o1d schoolhouse into a small nalt house and 

Mr. Swaine enlarged it. After the death of Jessie Swaine, 
daughter of Frederick, the house was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs Robert R, Raecnuete. 


The first public school west of the river was taught by 
Chauncey Joslin, (1813-1889), who came to Ypsilanti in 1/7 
and who studied in local law offices and becane Judge of -.: 
Probate in 1852 and Mayor of Ypsilanti in 1858 and who served 
on the Schocl Board for twenty years, The school in which 

he taught was called ‘The White Schoolhouse, District aye, 7 
The building, enlarged and altered is at 137 N. Washington 
and was the home of Janes Westfall and his sister, Mary. 

The building was originally a one rcoon building and was used 
for school purposes up until the tine of the purchase of the 
of the eld Seninary in 1848 when it was no longer used for 

a school building. There was no bell on the room and school 
was opened when the teacher had called the children fron all 
directions by ringing a large hand bell. From records in 

our archives we find that there were only fifteen houses on 
that side of the river at that tine, The pupils broucht 
their dinners in pails and on pleasant days ate outdoor under 
the trees, and when the teacher wanted them back in the 
schoolroonm she rapped on the window with a very long ruler, 


The late Mrs. Lorenz Kisor gave an interestine and valuable 
gift to the Archives which reads:- 


Re: of Mr. Glover eighty=nine cents in full for 
State, Town, County and School tax on S’ 1/2 of 
SE 1/4 40 acres for the year 1843 

Ypsilanti (signed) A. Craddock 
January 31, 1844 


In 1851 another district south of Congress, (Michigan Ave), 
united with District #4. The Ypsilanti City Directory for 
1860 lists:=- Washington Street Prinary School = west side 

of Washineton between Catherine and Woodward, and a Miss 
Helen Buck is listed as 'teacher in the Washington Street 
Prinary School' or 'The Red Brick School'. The building was 
struck by liechtins and extensively damaged. The site was 
bought by Dr. Parmenio Davis (1816-1883) in order to convert 
the remains of the school building into a dyclling. The 
Abstract~ states that on December 29, 1864, School District 
#4 gave a Warranty Deed to the Doctor for “Lote #51 and #52, 
The consigeration was $1,254.00. Just how much Dr. Davis 
changed the lines of the original school tuilding we are 
unable to determine, On December 4, 1867, Parmenio and 
Carlista Showerman Davis, gave a Warranty Deed to William H, 
Payne for lots #51, #52 and #53, for a consideration of 
$3,000.00, Mr. Payne had been hired as Principal of the 
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Ypsilanti Schools in 1866 and served until 1870, The 
Paynes with their family, were probably the first occupants 
of the new dwelline that replaced the old schoolhouse, The 
new dwelling with Paynes in residence, be.ame a social and 
civic center for the community. The orga. izational meeting 
for the Ladies' Library Association was hald in the library 
of the Payne home and Mrs, Eva Fort Payne was one of the 
original incorporators of the Association in 1869, The 
Payne family moved away from Ypsilanti in 1870, The property 
was most recently owned by Dr. and Mrs, Bradley Harris, 206 
S. Washineton, 


The orirzinal school stood in an oak grove for an old article 
en the schools says:= 


eee'in my early childhood there still stood in 

the center of the sidewalk in front of the house 
three large oak trees with walks on either side 

wide enouzh for two to walk abreast. They are 

gone now, victims of our straight sidewalk committee!' 


There were other schools and other teachers scattered around 
the villarce. The teacher's salary was so very nominal and 
in not a few instances districts allowed their houses to be 
occupied by whomsoever would undertake to teach and for 
whatever he could obtain from his patrons. Such was the 
ues educational affairs in Ypsilanti from 1836 until 

BE ~49. 


In 1840 a Francis Griffin established a school. He first 
used the meeting room of the Presbyterian Church on Pearson 
Street and later located in the 'Nunnery' S.E, corner Con- 
eress and S. Huron, He advertised ta teach Latin and Greek 
and when his pupils inquired about these courses he advised 
them to wait for a mcre convenient time to take then, About 
the same time a Mr. Landreth opened his school which was 
located in the Larzalere Block at the s.w,ecorner of Washington 
and Conrress, (Michigan Avenue), He later went to Detroit 
where he established a very flourishine school for a year 

or so when Detroit, in 1842, opened the first tax supported 
school in the state, 


In May 1836 Charles Woodruff and his parents, from Waterloo 
New York, cane and settled at Carpenter's Corners in Pitts- 
field Township. Charles went east to Allegheny Collere in 
Pennsylvania eraduating in 1841, Upon his return he was 
hired to teach in Mr. Landreth's school. Soon after he 
hired Woodruff Mr, Landreth left for Detroit and Charles 
Woodruff took over his duties. He offered opportunity to 
‘teachers of district schools to improve themselves in the 
branches of learnine pertaining to their department of teach- 
ine', It mieht be réasonable to assume that the location 
in Ypsilanti a few years later of the State Normal School 
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may have been influenced by the beginning in training 
teachers made by this school. 


Charles Woodruff wished to move his school away from the 
commercial portion of the city and rented a large building, 
'Tecumseh' built in 1844 as a railroad hotel, and which had 
been standing empty for several years. Woodruff wanted the 
city to buy a building for his school but they refused, so 
he rented a portion of the 'Tecumseh'., He held very succ- 
-essful classes there until 1845, One day a Reverend Lyman 
H. Moore, Pastor of the Baptist Church during the forties, 
came as a visitor to Woodruff's School and enrolled his son 
and brother as pupils. Reverend Moore was a frequent visi- 
tor to the schocl and told Charles Woodruff of his great 
interest in the advancement of education. 


Soon, Woodruff always claimed that it was without his know- 
ledge, Pastor Mcore bought the 'Tecumseh' building and opened 
@ school which he called 'The Ypsilanti Seminary'. 


The academic year was divided into two terms of 22 weeks 
commencing the first Monday of September and the second Mon- 
day in February, The tuition was for $3 and $8 and board 
and room $14 per quarter of 11 weeks. William L, Eastcn 
and Mary B.F. Brown were Principals and Lyman Moore and Wn, 
A. Moore, Proprietors. By act of the State Legislature, 
approved March 12, 1849, the 'Ypsilanti Seminary' received 
its full recognition under Board of Education of District 
#4, In 1851 a second district was added and soon other 
districts, including those across the river, united with 
District #4 and thus gradually and by common consent the 
school became known as _'The Union Seminary'. 


Perhaps Charles Woodruff could have stayed on as a teacher 
in Reverend Mocre's school but he was angered by what he 
considered Moore's underhand treatment and withdrew fron 
school teaching as an occupation, However he always remained 
a champion of gocd education for all. Indeed when he be- 
came editor of the SENTINEL he wrcte many editorials tending 
to advance the cause of education in Ypsilanti. Charles 

_ Woodruff was born in New York State in 1816 and died in 1896 
at the home of his son, Marcus Tullius Woodruff, at 717 
Cress Street. Woodruff Schocl, built in 1901, was naned 

in his honor and not for Benjamin Wocdruff,. 


In April of 1853 Reverend Joseph Estabrook becane Principal 

of the ‘Union Seminary', The school became known as ‘the 
model' and much progress was made along intellectual lines, 
Reoms were rented to students whose homes were outside of 
Ypsilanti and to its teachers, For awhile more students 

from -cutside attended the school than from the schocl district, 
The first. graduating class received their diplomas in 1852, 
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In the 1910 December issue of 'The Ypsi-Sen', Henry R. 
Utley, class of 1857 wrote of what he remembered about the 
Seninary3- a 


I first attended Ypsilanti Union Seminary in the 
early fall cf 1852. I was the bashfullest kind 

of boy, fresh from the farn, and everything in the 
town was to me grand and impressive. The old 
Seminary building stocd on the same lot as it is 
at present, but was close to the sidewalk, immed- 
iately at the corner. It was originally built 

for a hotel in the stare coach days, But the open- 
ing of the railroad sidetracked it for hotel pur- 
poses, After standing idle for sometime, it was 
bought for about $3,000 and in 1849 was opened as 
@ public school and Seminary under the auspices of 
the School Board of the consolidated district of 
Ypsilanti, 


It was a two-story brick in the forn of a letter 

'L', the lower wing runnine west from the corner 

and the shorter running north. The latter was ex~ 
tended about 1553 to meet the demand for more roon, 
Atte.-hed to the west wing was a two-story frame 
building, orisinally a dwelling, The ground floor 

of the entire building was devoted to recitation 

and study rooms. The second floor, having been cuest 
rocms in the hotel days, was left unchanged and the 
rooms were rented as dormitories to non-resident 
students, The west wing was occupied Ly the boys, 
. the north by girls. Professor James Jackson, the 
Vice Principal, occupied a room in the boys' wing and 
attended to the preservation of order. Miss A.C.Rogers, 
the 'Preceptress', had a room in the girls' wing. The 
repulation of the dormitories was very strict, A 
tell in a cupola on the roof gave signals for rising 
in the morning, retiring at night, for chapel exercises 
and for changing classes. All lights in the rocms 
were required to be out at 10 o'clock at night. Wo 
one was permitted to leave the building during study 
hours without a pass. 


Professor Joseph Estabrock was the Principal, having 
been called from Tecumseh tc take charree of the 
school in the fall of 1852, He remained several years, 
Miss Rogers, the Preceptress, resigned at the end of 
that year to accept a like position at the Normal. 

She was succeeded by Miss Harriet M. Cutcheon, who 
continued as Preceptress many years, 


The pupils of the school were mainly boys and girls 
of the town. But there was a goodly number of non~ 
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residents from neirhtoring towns, All the dorni- 
tories being occupied by ther, while others found 
quarters in private houses or roomed over stores 

on Main Street. There were three male teachers and 

@ like numter of women, The teaching staff of that 
day would certainly compare in point of character 

and ability with that of any educational institution, 
even of this day. 


Beside class studies, literary exercises were re-= 
quired of all. Every Friday evening was given to 
public affairs, in which, following a literary pro- 
gram, special pleasurers afforded free opportunity 

_ for boys and girls to meet and mingle. I feel sure 
that every one of the students of my day have pre- 

served throughout their lives the most delightful 
recollections of their teachers and of those with 
whom they studied and recited in the old Ypsilanti 
Seninary. 


Joseph Estabrock, Principal of the Seminary from 1852 to 
1865 was born in Bath, New Hampshire in 1020 and died in 
Olivet, Michigan in 1894, His family settled near Clinton, 
Michivan about 1535, He graduated from Oberlin Colleze in 
1847. When he left college he taught at various district 
schools near Clinton and Tecumseh and came to Ypsilanti in 
1553. In 1865 he became Superintendent of Schools in East 
Saginaw and in 1371 was appointed 'Principal' of the Normal 
School in Ypsilanti. He was also a Regent of the Univer-~ 
sity of Michiran, State Superintendent of Education and an 
ordained Minister, Professor Estabrook was a much loved 
citizen of our town, In THE HISTORY OF MICHIGAN STATE 
NORMAL COLLEGE (pub. 1899), the author, Daniel Putnam, says 
of his friend and collerue:- 


No teacher ever connected with the school was more 
loved, was remembered with kindlier feelings, or 
greeted wherever he went, with warmer. or nore sin- 
cere words of personel regards. 


Eastabrook School, 1555 W.Cross was named in honor of Joseph 
Estabrook, In 1850 Reverend Estabrook went to Olivet 
Collese to teach and remained there until his death. 


No history of the Seninary would be complete without men- 
tionine the Cutcheon brothers and sisters who came here 

from Pembroke, New Hampshire, There were ten children of 
James and Hannah Tripp McCutcheon, which is how the name 
was spelt in the New England area, The first to come was 
Dr. Lewis Cutcheon was was a co-author of a textbook on 

physiology and who traveled lecturing on the subject, In 
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In 1849 under the auspices of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction he gave lectures to teachers and students of 
the Seminary, Many times his lectures were so well atten- 
ded that the assembly room of the school was too small and 
a@ larrer room at one of the local churches was used, 


Early in 1353 when Miss Rogers, the Preceptress resigned, 

he called the attention of the Board to his sister, Harriet, 
then teachine at East Bloomfield, New York,. ene she was 
appointed to the position, 


Harriet, (1817- 1908), attended the local academy in her 

hone town of Pembroke, taught in a district school there and 
araduated from Mt. Holyoke Seminary in 1851, She came to 
the Ypsilanti Seminary shortly after Joseph Estabrook, She 
left Ypsilanti in 1860 and was Preceptress of Monroe High | 
School and Monroe Female Academy, head of the Women's Depart~ 
ment at the University of Wisconsin and Preceptress of Flint 
High School, She returned to Ypsilanti to help take care 

of the fanily of one of her brothers and spent the remain- 
ine years.of her life as an honored resident of Ypsilanti 
doing valuable volunteer work. 


Anna (1340-1921) attended the school in Pembroke and in 1654 
joined her colder sister in Ypsilanti and graduated fron 
the Seminary in 1857. She taught schools in Michigan, Tenn- 
essee and Illinois and taueht for eight years in the Depart- 
ment of Literature at the Normal School and for thirteen 
years was the senior Frincipal of the Detroit Seminary, In 
the summer it was her habit to take young ladies to Europe 
touring Great Britain and the Continent. She, toc, returned 
to Ypsilanti and for the Seminary Semi-Centennial celebration 
' in 1899 she pave the first of the series of addresses by 
the Alumni and was Secretary of the Alumni Library Committee, 


Sullivan Cutcheon (1533-1900) and Byron Cutcheon (1536-1902) 
obviously impressed by what they heard from their sisters 
about the Seninary and Ypsilanti followed them here, Sullivan 
eraduated from Dartmouth College in 1356 and the same year 

he became Principal of the Seminary and tock charge of the 
boys! dornitory. After two years of successful work as a 
teacher he accepted the position as Superintendent of schools 
in Springfield, Illinois. While here he put into operation 
the first public school system in the State of Illinois. 

He also met and was a friend of young Abraham Lincoln and 

the two of them liked to play a form of hand-ball together - 
sometimes wackine their heads torether in the excitement of 
the sare, While in Sprinefield he gained admission to the 
Bar. In 1359 he returned to Ypsilanti and married Louise 
Moore (Seminary-class of 1553) daughter of Charles Moore 

who bult the house at 110 Woodward later the hore of the late 
Mr, and Mrs. Lorenz Kisor, He and his wife moved to Detroit 
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where Sullivan had a large and lucrative law practice. He 
was interested in banking and was President of the Dine 
Savines Bank of Detroit from 1334 and of the Ypsilanti 
Savines Bank from 1392, until his death, He was twice a 
1363, of the Legislature and was Soeaker of the House in 
1363, 


Byron Cutcheon, too, started his education in Pembroke but 
came to this city in order to graduate from the Seminary 

in 1357. He praduated from the University of Michigan in 
1361 and in that fall became Principal of the school here, 
In July 1362, under President Lincoln's call for 300,000 
men, he recruited Company B., Twentieth Michigan Volunteers, 
at Ypsilanti, and was commissioned Captain. It is interest- 
ing to note that every Commissioned officer, four of the 
five Serreants, six of the eight Corporals and a large pre- 
portion of the Privates, were pupils of the Seminary. Byron 
was in twenty-five battles and engagements and became Major, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Brevet Colonel of the 20th for rallant 
service, He became Colonel of the 27th-Michigan and was 
Breveted Brircadier-General for pallantry at the Battle of 
the Wilderness and received a Congressional Medal of Honor. 
In 13863 he married Marie Annie Warner (Seminary-class of 
1857) and in 1866 received the depree of LL. B. fron the 
University of Michizan Law School and M.A. from the Literary 
Department. In 1067 he moved his family to Manistee, Michi- 
ran and while there he was Coneressman from 1953 to 1891. 

In 1891 Byron moved to Grand Rapids and there resumed his 
law practice, Although Byron's active connection with the 
Seminary was not a lonz one, he was, as were his trother 

and sisters always most loyal to the school and to the city 
and he delivered the main address at the Semi-~Centennial 

of the Seminary in 1599, 


On Sunday morning, March eoth, the original Seninary building 
was destroyed by fire, Teuporary quarters were found -and 
perhaps to the students! dismay - school work was hardly 
interrupted, A new Luildine was soon erected and it was 

Said that it was the finest school buildine of its kind, 
Dedication Day, August 17, 1353, coincided exactly with the 
day that gas lichts appeared in Ypsilanti, On January 7, 
1359 the famous Horace aes a lectured at the Benet - 

his topic being "Great Men" 


In 1259 another school buildine in Ypsilanti burned, The 
original building of 'The Normal', found in 1Sh9, burned to 
the ground. , Pe ots : : 


When he had made his report to the State Board of Education 
advising them to accept Ypsilanti as the site for the Normal 
School John D, Pierce, 'Father of Public Instruction in 
Michigan’-anA the first Statc Superinbendent, had said:— 
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',..The Villare of Ypsilanti is sufficiently 
laree to furnish every facility for boarding 
pupils, and the character of its population, 
and the deep interest manifested by them upon 
the subject of education, cannot fail to 
surround the institution with good influences,' 


A second fire, December 3,1577, completely destroyed the 
second Seminary building. Again the students were siven 
class work in buildings scattered around the city. The 
third buildins was dedicated in 1479. At that time R.W. 
Putnam was Superintendent and he stayed until 13891 when he 
left to become & professor at Kalamazoc College, The third 
building, toc, was partially destroyed by fire May 3, 1094 
Eut quickly repaired in a better style, 


The following excerpt is taken from an article "An Histori- 
cal Sketch of Ypsilanti High School" written by Carolyn 
Case of the class of 1916 for that year's 'Ypsi-Dixit'. 


The first craduating class received their dip- 
lomas in the year 1352, and since then there has 
been an annual succession of graduating classes 
with the exception of 10672 and 1573, during which 
years the Hizh School and acadenic departments of 
the Normal Collese were combined, (*) 


It is interesting tc note that the first gradu- 
ating class was composed of three young women, 
This is rather remarkable in view of that fact 
that in early years this was about the only full 
collerse preparatory school in the state, and as 
the University at that time’ did not admit women, 
the alumni of the school were, for the first 
twelve years, almost exclusively men, 


In the late fifties and early sixties there were 
two sets of sraduates, In 1060 and 161 there 
are graduation programs bearing date of the last 
Friday in September. These students took a six 
weeks' review after vacation to prepare for their 
University entrance examination, Those not going 
to ccllege were graduated less formally the last 
of June. The classical section of the class of 
1362 remained in the High School one year after 
graduation, completing the first year of their 
University work there...In 1370 the University 
epened its doors to women and since then the 
portion of young women in the graduating classes 
has increased until now they number more than 
half of the outgoing class, 
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oeeSome cf the subjects formerly taught are: 
Elements of Criticism, Moral Science, Mental 
Philosophy, Evidences of Christianity, Astron- 
ony, Logic Greek, University Algebra, Intellec- 
tual Philosophy and Ancient Geography. _ 


{(*) We have been unable to find this information 
‘anywhere else, ai 


No matter how time consuming the class work or how strict 
the school routine young people have always found time for 
school prarks = and the pupils of the Seminary were no 
different in that respect. One of the favorite passtimes 
was to climb up into the old clock tower and be there when 
the clock struck even though the escapade was against the 
schcol rules. The sound was deafening - but it was a 
challenge and something to be done before graduating - at 
least by the boys! All the classroon bells were controlled 
by a@ clock in the Principal's office and once long ago a 
group of boys set the clock ahead with the happy result that 
all classes were dismissed early, We don't know whether 

or not the culprits were found out. 


In 1896 Austin George becane the Superintendent of Schools 
in Ypsilanti, He was born June 15th, 1041 at Litchfield, 
Michigan ané@ at the ace of twelve had lost his right aru 
in the machinery of a flouring mill at Jonesville. He 
cane to the Normal and while there in the summer of 1563 
he was instrumental in raising the Normal Company "E" of 
the 17th Michirsan Infantry and he went to the front as 
Company Clerk. After the battles of South Mountain and 
Antiejdam he held the positions of Repimental Postmaster and 
Clerk of Brigade at Division Headquarters, He returned to 
‘the Normeal’and erraduated in March 1063, and from Kalamazoo 
Collers in 1866, He taught at Kalamazoo College and was 
Superintencent of the schools there, In 1832 he returned 
to the Normal in charge of the Practice School and while 
there the name 'Practice' was changed to ‘Training School’ 
and he also started "The Normal News", 


While he was Superintendent of Schools in Ypsilanti not only 
aid he increase the enrollment of the Seminary by fifty 
percent but he was also active in community affairs being 

@ city Alderman anc was active in the development and the 
buildinr of the city water works and while he was a member 
of the Board of Public Works the sewer system of the city 
was devised and the principal sewers constructed. 


The 1903 'Ypsi-Dixit' says of him: 


Professor Georre will te remembered in Ypsilanti 
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as @® public spirited citizen, one ready to do 
his full share cf public work without resard to 
compensaticn, @S a warm personal friend to a 
great number of people in the towns; but he will 
be remembered especially by those who during the 
years of his Superintencency went out from the 
schools bearing the impress of his high and © 
manly character, 


Austin Georse died in 1903, 


Early in 1900 the ‘Union Seminary' had its name changed to 
‘High School', But a much loved name is hard to change or 
be forgotten and many who went there and tauscht there still 
referred to the High School as 'The Seminary’. At any 
rate, the old building was much too crowded and lacked up 
to date facilities. As early as 1911 plans were hpefully 
made by Superintendent William B, Arbaugh and the members 
of the School Board for a new building. After two school 
bond issues were turned down by the people of Ypsilanti, 
(City and Township), the needed amount was approved and in 
January of 1916 the new school was opened for inspection by 
the public, A newspaper article of that month, describing 
the opening and praising the new schocl quoted this short 
poem sent in by an unnared citizen of Ypsilanti:- 


When I paid my winter taxes 

I was hot around the neck; ; 
When I saw the nice new building 
It cocled me off a speck 
'Taxpayer' 


The Superintendent of Schools of Ypsilanti in 1916 was 
Willian B, Arbaugh who came to Ypsilanti from Ohio in 1596 
as Principal and in 1903 became Superintendent. The 'Ypsi- 
Dixit' of 1916 says of him:- 


His interest in his work in this city has been a 
deep-seated one and one that has accomplished a 
great deal for our benefit. 


Mr. Arbaugh left Ypsilanti in Novemver 1919 to btecome Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Clearing House of Betoors of Wayne 
County. 


The Principal of the High School in 1916 was Stanley Morris 
& craduate of Oberlin College who came to the city in 1914. 
He left in 1913 for war community service under the Army 
and Navy Department Commission Training Camp Activities. 
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The faculty of the Central High School in 1916 were: 


Edith Steere - Algebra 

Jessie C. Laird = German 

DeForest Ross=Physics and Chemistry 
Carrie E, McKnight- English 

Branson A, Walpole - Science and. Agriculture (*) 
Daniel Ohlinger- Manual Treining: 
Ethel Minnard-English 

Ellen Hoffman- Librarian 

Jessie C. Swaine-Domestic Science 
Georse W. Frasier-Science 

Elsie Cooper- Latin 

Carrie A. Hardy-Science 


(*) Ypsilanti High School was one of the first high 
schools in the state to teach Agriculture 


As in other towns and cities ell over this country the early 
parochial schools of our area have been an extremely inpor- 
tant part in our development. Any article on the schools 

of Ypsilanti would te lacking if it did not include some- 
thine of the first years of the St. John Elementary School. 


In 1862 Father Edward Van Paenal came as Priest for the 

St John Baptist Church and stayed until 1871, Father Van 
Paemel came from Detroit to Ypsilanti but hac been born in 
Beleuim and came toa America while still a seminarian. In 
1562 the Parish purchased two lots on West Cross Street 
adjoinine the Church property and there built a parish house. 
A little frame school house was added to the Church property 
in 1567. These were two adjoining lots purchased from 
Patrick Kelly on Florence Street. We do not know just what 
this school looked like, Sore say it was simply the Kelly 
home remodeled, The education was elementary since the 
children left school about the age of twelve. It has been 
said that all early discipline problems were attended to 
immediately by Father Van Paemel's strong right hand, The 
earliest teachers in this school were ‘lay' teachers; 


Miss Elizabeth Foy 
Miss Mageie Murphy 
Miss Bridget Monaghan 
Mr. Michael Moren 
“Mr .? Devlin 


The Priest who succeeded Father Van Paemel was Father Patrick 
Murphy. He, too, was interested in teaching and spent much 
of his time in the little school. He loved playing with the 
children at recese time Dut he, too, was quick with disci- 
pline, 
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Father William DeBever took charge cf Saint John's Parish 
in 107G and one of the problems facing his pastorate was 
that he found the first school inadequate as a building and 
as a center cf learning. With his typical directness he 
attacked the problems of building a new school. The frame 
schoolhouse was torn down and a two story brick structure 
was built in its place, Sisters of Providence from Terre 
Haute, Indiana, were secured as instructors, A square 

frame house on the lot adjcining the school property was 
purchased on November 4, 13530 to be the home of the Sisters. 


The second school opened in 1334 and a pupil of that time, 
Mrs, Sarah Austin, has written what she remembered of the 
openine exercises:- 


The children were grouped in a formation to make 

the figures of '5' and '4', as it was Father 
DeBever's fifty-fourth birthday. They presented 
Father with a fur cap, which I well rememter cost 
$17. As visiting Pastor of the Milan and Whitaker 
Parishes, Father DeBever had to take longs cold drives 
in the winter so the fur cap was considered a very 
practical gift. 


There were six Sisters and instruction was given in elem- 
entary and in high school subjects, algebra, chemistry and 
reomentry were taught to the upper classes. Music held an 
important place in the curriculum for Father DeBever was a 
student of music and always interested in musical activities, 
Botany was taught by Sister Saint Cosmos and her field trips 
were very popular. Needlework, with emphasis upon needle 
work tapestry was stressed, One little girl, working in 
needlepoint on "Christ Blessing the Children” caused con- 
siderable merriment in her class when it was being worked 

on for she was frequently heard to say, "I'm going to do 

our Lord's head in chenille", 


This school provided accomodations for boarding pupils. In 
the Sisters’ home was a dormitory with fourteen beds. Girls 
from Clinton, Manchester, Wayne and other townships surr- 
cunding Ypsilanti availed themselves of these boarding 
priviledges., The girls rose at five o'clock and retired at 
3:30, They played croquet on the ground between the church 
and the school and sometimes Father DeBever took them riding 
in his carriaze. 


Father DeBever left Ypsilanti in 1992, returning occasionaliy 
to substitute. He was elevated to the rank of Monsignor in 
1906 and died in Dexter April 19, 1919 at the age of 59 years, 


About 1396 the school was discontinued, Lack of funds was 
the principal reason for its closing, and for a short time 
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after the Sisters left, lay teachers were hired to teach 
the lower srades, After the school closed no further use 
was made of the building for a number of years. During the 
pastorate of Father Kennedy about 1910 the Catholic Stud- 
ents" Club, with the help of interested townspeople, re- 
claimed the 01d school buildine and soon the Parish found 
itself with a pleasant place for the meeting of Parish 
orranizations, This old school was also used for awhile as 
the weekly meeting place of the Ypsilanti Rotary Club - 
from 1917 until 1920. When they moved their meetine place 
-to the Hirh School they donated to the St John’s Club House, 
silver and linens which were greatly appreciated, 


In 1922 Father Dennis Needham came to Ypsilanti. Plans were 
formulated for a new church and the basement was dug and 
plans were made to open a grade school in the fall of 1925. 
Dominican Sisters from Adrian, Michigan, were selected as 
teachers and the house at 309 N. Hamilton was purchased to 
be a home for the Sisters. However, Father Needham died 
prematurely in 1925 and the Priest who succeeded him also 
“died in 1931 before the completion of his plans for the 
church and school building. It was not until the Pastorate 
of Father Warren Peck in the 1930s. that the St. John the 
Baptist Elementary School was completed, 


Other churches of Ypsilanti also had early schools connected 
with them, Many in our City will remember the Parish School 
-' of the Emmanuel Lutheran Church, The following information 
on this school was eraciously given to us by Miss Edith 
Lidke, 279 Harris Road. Miss Lidke, herself, did not attend 
the school but had relatives and friends who did, Miss 
Lidke graduated from Ypsilanti Central High School in 1911 
and also taught Latin at the hiesh school,: 


Emmanuel Lutheran Church established a Parish Vay 
‘School in the 1530s which all children of the parish 

"were required to attend, Public School attendance 
laws did not exist then. In 1334 there were fifty- 
two families listed on the membership roll, It seems 
about this time eight families did not send their 
children to the Parish School but to the Academy, The 
church school board members, the pastor and lay men~ 
bers became quite coeur bce over the situation, 


The school first of all aimed to teach Christian 
faith, but the children could not read and understand 
_ the Bible in the literary German because at home the 
families spoke ‘low German' or 'Plattdeutsch'. So 
@ great deal of time was spent in teaching ‘high' or 
' ‘'Literary German', Records show. that the Rev Klonka 
“who left the church in 1890 had his brother come to 
help hin with the classes, : 
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Traditional hearsay gives the impression that 
attendance at the Parish School was required for 

the five school days of the week and for two or 

three years, This we learned in part from the late 
Mrs. Frank Lidke, Sr. Her sister, the iate Mrs, 
Henry Helzermann, nee Minnie Wolter, and her brother, 
the late Otto Walter, and Mrs, Lidke all attended 

the school in the 1380s. Mrs. Lidke used to tell 
how Mrs. Herbert Hopkins, nee Mary Wallace, used to go 
the school and teach the girls crocheting and knitt- 
ing when she was @ young woman and lived with her 
parents at the home at the corner of E, Michigan and 
S. Prospect, On special holidays she sometimes. in- 
vited the school children to her home and treated 
them to roodies. She even sensed when some children 
needed clothing and secured some for them. All of 
this was done by Mrs. Hopkins as a community project. 


When the Parish Day School was established the classes 
met, in the home of a member, the Esslinger family, 

who lived at 114 N, River Street where the octaron 
house now stands. In 1336 the congregation built a 
schoolhouse on the east side of the Church which stood 
at that time on the northeast corner of E,. Michigan and 
‘N. Grove. The Parish School was discontinued in the 
early 1890s. Instruction of the children continued on 
Saturday classes and sometimes after the public school 
hours. 


The copy of the old Church constitution translated fron 
the Gerran orginal says:- ‘Article 17: The members of 
the congregation who are minors nust attend Christian 
instruction’. "Article LV,Sec,. D'!.says:=- 'The School 
Board members shall be an example to the congregation 
and especially to the youth in word and deed,..They 
must care for the school in the best possible manner 
and carry out all orders of the congregation in this. 
They shall see to it that the teacher not only teaches 
accordins to the teaching plan tut also practices it; 
that he begins school on time and holds it regularly. 
For this purpose the School Board members shall not 
only visit classes from time to time but also attend 
school public exaninations; they especially note that 
the religious instructions be taught in the strict 
belief of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
Bible stories, Above all they shall support the tea- 
cher and promote the best for the school as well as 
see to it that the teacher receive regularly the salary 
promised by the congreration, They shall investigate 
all complaints made about the teacher and where gpcs- 
sible minimize same as well as admonish in love the 
parents who send their children to a nonreligiaus 
school instead of to the Christian Parish School'. 


1] 


Most of the time the Pastor ‘was also the VESenes 
of the school... : 


‘In 1959 for tne each enenes of the Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Miss Lidke translated all of the material from the Church's 
old constitution for research material for their pageant. 
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Originally the black children of Ypsilanti attended the old 
Seminary. However, in 1360 a separate school was provided 
for them, in an old shop, at the northeast corner of Adams 
and Conrress Streets and the first teacher was a John Hall, 
This building was later moved up on Congress Street, west, 
and. made into a double house, owned by W.W.Worden, ‘In 1564 
the first ward, or Adams Street School building was erected, 
&@ one. room affair with ane teacher,’ on east side of Adans 
south of Buffalo, 


It 4s an historical fact that many. of the black men who en- 
listed to fight in the Civil War came out of the infant 

class of this school. Miss Loretta D, Pitkin, mother of Mrs, 
Shelley Hutchinson, was the first teacher in this school, In 
the 1370s a Reverend Isaac Burdine, who died in April of 
1896, was the teacher and he was always very “proud of the 
fact that many of his pupils went on to graduate from the 
Seminary.. ‘ 


The Ypsilanti Soard of Education ined Beadanta Harrison 
Locke as its first African-American school principal on Sept. 
1, 1914, A brief article in DLACK EXPERIENCES IN MICHIGAN 
HISTORY by Reginald Larrie a ia ae of Michigan Dept. 

of State in 1975, says:- 


Locke was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 
14,1033, and he had received his bachelor's degree 
from Howard University in 1912, _ After graduation 

he did additional post-graduate work at Columbia Univ. 
in New York, Before he finished his studies at Colum- 
bia, Locke moved to Michigan to take a job, 


Benjamin H. Locke, like other blacks who are hired 

to do a job, entered the Ypsilanti school system with 
more than the necessary qualifications to handle the 
task before him, Locke was assigned to the Adams School 
which had no plumbing and the building was heated by a 
defective stove called 'Smokie', Across the street 

from the Adams School, there was a two-room portable 
structure and adult night classes were held there, 


By 1919 Benjamin Locke had left Ypsilanti and the faculty at 
Adams School were: Joseph S&S. Price, Ruth Dydes and Bernice 
Kersey. 
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In the 1920s the Harriet Street School was built at the 
s/w corner of Hawkins and Harriet. The Adams street 
school at 407 S. Adams was closed and the New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church is now located at the Adams Street address. 


Lewis M. Lash was an early Principal at the Harriet Street 
School and early teachers were:=- Mildred Forsberg, Edith 

M, Bates and Xema Skeels, In 1955 the name of this school 
was changed to 'Perry' School in honor of Dr. Lawrence C, 
Perry (1393 Montromery, Alabama - died 1955 -Ypsilanti), 

_ @ local dentist, community leader and a member of the School 
Board for many years. . 


There were many one room schools in the area. One that 
has been rebuilt and serves as a hone, was the Thorne School 
on Textile Road, 


It is where our distinguished member, Jay Seaver began his 


-. education as had his father béfore hin, 


The recitation given by Jay J. Seaver when age five years 
and on the last day of school, June 15390, goesi-: 


Here I stand 

Ragged and dirty, 
When the girls 

Come to kiss me, 

I run like a turkey 


That ‘little five year old’ is living in Green Valley, 
Arizona and celebrated his 94th birthday, January of 1979. 


FEF E tees 


THE MUSEUN --- 
Doris Milliman, Director 


About the Administration Committee ------- 


Flora Block,(Mrs, Edmund), is a more recent addition to 

the Administration Committee and has proven to be indispen- 
sible as our laison with the schools. Being recently re- 
tired from the teaching profession in the local schools, she 
is well acquainted with the curriculum and its needs. Flora 
-also assists Ethel O'Connor in a the six month 
schedule for the MOTUDECEN S's 


The Blocks have one son, who is now a schocl principal, and 
two grandchildren, one of whom has recently married. 


Flora is active in the Methodist Church, the Washtenaw 
Retired Teachers' Association and is now serving as President 
- of the Womans' Study Club. 


She is a loyal and dependable worker and her assistance on 
the Administration Committee is appreciated, 


Deci Howard, (Mrs. Arthur), another loyal member of the 
Administration Committee has not only the proverbial green 
thumb, but she must have ten green fingers. The plants in 
the Museum's Solarium attest to that for she cares for them. 


'Deci is of Welch descent and is a native of Dearborn where 
she attended school and later taught. She, and Art, too, 
are avid rosarians and are active in the Washtenaw Rose 
Society. Deci's speciality is minature roses for which she 
often wins awards at the annual Rose show. She is also an 
authority on herbs, cooking with herbs. She not only has 
her own herb garden but has started a small one at the 
‘useum, 


Both Art and Deci are members of the Friends of the Hathaw 
Botanical Gardens and spend much time working in the Gardens. 
Those of us who have had the privelege of sampling her 
culihery art know that Deci is a good cook, too. : 


The Howards have raised two children, a son and a daughter 
and whenever they can, enjoy two grondentidren who live in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 


Not only do the Administrative Committee and the Museum owe 
much to the two talented Howards, Art & Deci, but the Com- 
munity does, also. 


NEWS FROG THE MUSEUN ---- 
Doris Nilliman, Director 


Black History Month was recognized at the iiuseum through 

a large display of pictures and artifacts loaned by local 
families. This display was planned and executed by Mrs. 

Km. Edmunds with the assistance of firs. km. McCarthy and 
Mrs. Donald Disbrow. The display was especially interesting 
to the members cf the Hichigan Black Sites Committee when 

it met in Ypsilanti February twenty-first. 


The demonstration of Easter Egg decorations on Sunday, 
March 25th by firs. George Bird and Mrs. Esther Ensign in- 
terested many people. Each decsrator used a different 
‘method of decorating and had beautiful eggs as a result. 
We are grateful to Jane and Esther for their cooperation 
in this annual project at the Museum, 


Mrs. Esther Ensign a loyal guide at the Museum since it 
was established at 220 N. Huron has decided tc retire. She 
will be missed for she has been most reliable and helpful, 
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Doris Milliman, our talented Kuseum Director, has been 
closely associated with the Museum Administration Committee 
since its formation, first as the volunteer iituSeum Director 
then in 1977 after our loss of LaRea Swarts moving to 
Virginia, Doris became Director. Doris alsc serves as a 
guide one day a month - and many cther days, for she is 
always willing to step in extra days as a guide when needed. 


Doris is a pleasant, thoughtful and kind person and has 

the unusual ability of calming the ruffled feelings cf those 
she works with. Her projects and plans for the betterment 
of the Museum are endless. 


Not only does she give willingly so much of her time to 

the Museum but she is also active in the Thrift Shop; the 

the D.A.R.; the Womans' Study Club and has researched a 

paper cn the stained glass windows at her Presbyterian church 
here in Ypsilanti. Just at present she is working, along 
with others including our members LaVern and Kathryn Howard, 
in revising the history of the Presbyterian church ytich 

will be issued as a booklet this fall to celebrate the 

150th anniversary of the Church, Goris also served two terms 
as a member of Ypsilanti City Council and Hayor prc-tem,. 


Doris comes originally from Milan, Ohio, Obtained her 
Library Science degree from Eastern Michigan ‘and enced her 


her career in the public education field as Librarian at 
the Lindberg school in Dearborn, 


Cn Marth llth at the Patsy Chandler's Birthday Club tea 
Doris was honored by being presented a Certificate of Herit 
by that organization ~- "In recogniticn for faithful and 
outstanding services rendered to our Community".- an honor 
well deserved; 5 : 


* -D.Disbrow 
Preerrr rrr sr . 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: --- fir. Richard Hain is unable to be 
a ‘the speaker at the APRIL TWENTY 

PUT THE SECOND General Meeting. We are very 
DATE - April 22 fortunate in that NR. IVOR SCHHIDT 
of Schmidt A.S. and Sons has agreed 
on your calendar? tc be the speaker for that meeting. 


RRERKKKEKRKKE 


THANK YOU - The Ladies‘ Literary Club recently purchased 
new chairs for use at their meetings. Bill and hatalie 
Edmunds purchased the older chairs from this group and have 
given them to the Society and Bill delivered and stored 
the chairs for us. te are very grateful! We needed them! 


Sttttt+t+++4+ 
KARD SWARTS - 1907-1979 


ith the passing of Kard Swarts the City of Ypsilanti 
as well as the Historical Society, has lost a talent that 
cannot be replaced, 


Ward always gave an easy gracious guidance to much of the 
renovating of the building that houses the tuseum, Drew 
architectural detailed plans for many of the changes in 

the building at 220 North turon Street. Ward was also an 
active member of the Board of the Society for several years. 


The entire community benefited tremendously by having ‘Ward 
with us for so many years during the 1970's. 
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LET'S INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP 
EVERY EMBER GET A WEM “EMBERS 


REASONS FOR JOINING THE YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SCCIETY 
. 1. YOU help preserve the rich cultural heritage 
of the Ypsilanti area and identify with one 
of the show places of Ypsilanti.-- 
THE HISTORICAL MUSEU 
2. YOU become part of an interesting group 
| dedicated to studying the past and looking 
toward the future, The fellowship of our 
meetings and programs is so worthwhile and 
rewarding. 
3. YOU receive GLEANINGS, full of past scenes 
and old times, four times a year. 
YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND ARCHIVES 
220 N. Huron, Ypsilanti, fiichigan 48197 
Telephone - 482-4990 


Phone 


(please print) 
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Active $5.00 Sustaining $10.00 Business $35.00 


A CORDIAL WELCCHE TO OUR WEL iiENEERS --- 


CAPILI, Apolinario hie,g WD, 
840 i.ause 


- CHANDLER, Patsy, tirs. 
348 Woodward © 


-CHAPiIAN, imt, is. 
1411 Cotlegewood 


GILBERT, Drew, tr. & firs. 
1003 Wells Road 
aybee, fich. 48156 


COODING, Jerry, fr. & irs. 
714 Collegewood 


iORAH, Roger 
705 Davis 


PATT, Harold, irs. 
5301 Crane 


REYHOLDS, Ruth, Uirs. | 
1327 Elmwood Court 


SAX, Stanley P. 
1079 Forest Lane 
Cirmingham, fiich. 48016 


SLUSSER, Richard A., ir. & urs, 
715 Cambridge 


HOUSEERIGHT, Steve, ir. & JirsSUSNICK, Stuart 


323 vain 


-KELLAS, Dorothy 
2128 vargery 


“ty 


715 WH. Hamilton 


we Sete eteteetetett 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS: -e- 


“‘Niss Dorothy James 


re? 


Carton containing material from 
"Ypsilanti Community Concerts", 


1948-1970 minutes, programs, etc. 


hiss Ada Holmes 


Mrs. Alex Fox. 


Alan Stewart 


“fother of Pearl hatpins, 30 pieces 


of embroidered items, ‘friendship’ 
1906 pillowcase 


Quilted bonnet beloning to tirs. 
Fox's great great great grand- 
mother, Rebecca B, Ford who was 
also the great great grandmother 
of Henry Ford. Fostoria ‘Victore- 
jan’ pattern butter dish & sugar 
bowl. Antique Valentines & Easter 
cards, | 


"All About Willow Run” Plant Data 


book 1942-1945. 


Miss Frances Warren 
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Framed collection of pressed wild 
flowers (identified)-curtains over 
100. yrs. old and many beautiful 
‘perfod' clothes from the karren 
family. 


‘A Friend’ Henry Niemann's Enlistment form, 
July 4, 1862 from Mackinaw. H. 
Niemann was the Last Commander of 
Carpenter GAR Post #180 of Ypsilanti. 


Foster Fletcher | Large photo. of the model (silver) 
‘ of 1903 Ford "A" issued for 75th 
anniversary of Ford Motor Co. 


Gary Decker , : Old Tobacco pkg. "Honest Scrap" 
a found in house at 303 N. Huron 


Jack Harris Bee Many colored photographs of old 
* and architectually interesting 
bildgs. of Ypsilanti. 


fir. & Mrs. Frank Burgess 1900s white baby dress, winter 
underwear and perigdgpetticoats, 


et Ps ee een 

Dale Hooker nt 1908 English newspaper found in 
old City Hall, former home of D,. 

L. Quirk, born in Great Britain. 


rs, Barbara Veiss Original uniform from the Ypsilanti 
High School girls drum & bugle 
corps ~ no longer in existence, 


Miss Eileen Harrison Hany copies of old ‘Washtenaw 
Impressions', publication of the 
Washtenaw County Historical Society, 
& Greek Theatre material. 


FEHEEHEEEEEE +H t 4+ 
A CHANGE IN THE BY-LAWS 


The Board voted to recommend to the membership that the 
Annual dues be changed, as follows: 


$5.00 family — ‘ 
$3.00 single membership 
$1,00 student 


These changes would go into effect for new memberships July 
lst 1979 and for renewed membership January 1980. 


na Jag 
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CORRECTING AN OMISSION --- 


Fred Peters is the Treasurer of the Ypsilanti Historical 
Society. His name was left out by mistake in the last issue 
of the GLEANINGS which listed Society officers. 
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YPSILANT! HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
220 NorTH HURON STREET Z/P Cope 48/97 
YPSILANTI * MICHIGAN PHONE 3/3-482-4990 
Museum Hours FosTER FLETCHER~ CiTy USTORIAN. 

By / oe Be iii LAREA SWARTS ~ Museum DIRECTOR. 
pAb (sHED 1960 DdokoTHY DISBROW ~ ARCHIVIST: 











